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the good fortune to be carried to Catalonia, where it was transcribed 
by Carini and published in 1882, and certain fragments of 1353-1355 
discovered by La Mantia himself. His earnest labors to collect the 
materials for the intervening years will be appreciated by all students 
of the period. 

It is not the editor's fault if his volume brings to light less that is 
new than does such a collection as the Acta Aragonensia of Finke. On 
the Sicilian side the period of the Vespers and the critical years which 
follow have been the subject of research from early times to the recent 
substantial monograph of Otto Cartellieri, while Carini took the fresh- 
ness away from much of the material in Spain. Only documents of 
special importance are reprinted, but all are carefully analyzed, with 
elaborate annotation and citation of modern writers, who are also treated 
at length in the introduction. One is disposed to criticize the reproduc- 
tion of no. 13 (cf. no. 15) from Rymer's text of 1727, when a photo- 
graph could easily have been obtained from the Record Office for colla- 
tion. There is the usual considerable number of forgeries, chiefly 
genealogical, which plague every student of the Sicilian charters of the 
Middle Ages. Legal procedure is illustrated, as well as general diplo- 
matic and military history, and several documents throw light on com- 
mercial relations. Perhaps the most interesting texts are two detailed 
accounts of the receipts and expenditures of the admiral of Aragon for 
1283 and 1285-1287, preserved in the archives of the cathedral of Va- 
lencia, whence they were printed by Huici in an out-of-the-way Spanish 
review in 1914-1915. The editor is to be thanked for republishing these, 
with a more careful text and fuller annotation (nos. 222, 241), as well 
as a summarized statement of the account, the whole affording an illus- 
tration of the enormous amount of valuable information which is still 
locked up in the fiscal documents of the Middle Ages, and causing us 
to lament the loss of earlier Sicilian accounts. The receipts cover sup- 
plies as well as money, and one item (p. 600) is " from various pirates 
for the right of the fifth (quinta) of the spoil and other property ac- 
quired by them in the exercise of piracy ". 

Charles H. Haskins. 

Les Strangers en France sous I'Ancien Regime. Par J. Mathorez, 

Membre du Comite des Travaux Historiques et Scientifiques. 

Tome I. Les Causes de la Penetration des Strangers en France; 

les Orientaux et les Extra-Europe ens dans la Population Fran- 

caise. [Histoire de la Formation de la Population Franchise.] 

(Paris: fidouard Champion. 1919. Pp. viii, 437. 35 fr.) 

Accepting as conclusively demonstrated by the cumulative evidence 

of anthropology, ethnology, and archaeology the basic complexity of 

the French race, M. Mathorez waives the conventional obligation to 

"begin at the beginning", adjourns the consideration of origins, and, 
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confining himself to the period following the emergence of the modern 
nations, addresses himself to a corollary problem, that of showing how 
the basic conglomerate has been affected by the addition of extraneous 
racial elements. For such a task he is amply qualified by prolonged 
and profound research in this special field, the results of which have 
from time to time appeared in monographs. The present volume is the 
first of a series which, when completed, will undoubtedly constitute one 
of the most important and authoritative works on French demography 
in recent years. Citations in the greatest variety and profusion, from 
departmental and municipal archives, local histories, family registers, 
memoirs, university rolls, police records, and a hundred and one other 
sources, witness to an encyclopedic range of investigation. 

" La population francaise est essentiellement alluvionnaire ", says the 
author (p. vii). The evidence already accumulated and here presented 
is sufficient to establish the thesis. In this first volume we have traced 
in minute detail the streams of immigration from eastern Europe, and 
from non-European races — the more or less continuous flow of Poles, 
Hungarians, Russians, Greeks, and the intermittent infiltration of Sara- 
cens, Moors, Turks, Armenians, Persians, Syrians, "Gypsies", Indians, 
negroes, and Orientals. From the greatest variety of motives they 
come: in pursuit of trade; as soldiers of fortune; seekers after learn- 
ing and culture ; on errands of religion ; fleeing from persecution ; in the 
train of prince or ambassador; or simply "for to admire and for to 
see ". And each element makes its contribution to the race and its life, 
and leaves somewhere its mark, in language or lineaments or custom. 
For France is hospitable, and the French temperament is receptive and 
assimilative. " The French have never been xenophobes, and very 
rarely have they manifested nationalism in the special sense which the 
word has acquired in the nineteenth-century political vocabulary" (p. 
132). "There never has been a period of fifty years in which the 
inhabitants of the country have not undergone a foreign influence which 
resulted in modifying their tastes and ideas " (p. 129). As to the extent 
and permanence and the ethnic effects of this influence the author 
reserves judgment, pending a fuller induction (p. 151). Elsewhere, 
however, he seems to give a hint of his conclusion: "A people that 
possesses in so high a degree as ours the sentiment of national unity 
will have no fear that its genius and traditions will be transformed by 
the intrusion of some hundreds of thousands of foreigners"; "their in- 
vincible faith in the immortality of their fatherland assures them that 
they cannot be subjugated by even a continuous infiltration of alluvial 
elements" (p. 132)— no chauvinistic flourish, but sober judgment, cor- 
roborated by the observation and experience of everyone who pretends 
to a knowledge of France, and the French. 

But however jealously guarding the peculiar treasure of her genius, 
France has long stood in need of these alluvions. " Indispensable to the 
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vitality of our country", says Mathorez; and, further, "If the kingdom 
had not continually received foreigners who became merged into the 
population, one would readily have perceived a considerable diminution 
in the subjects of the king" (p. 3). There is no more arresting sen- 
tence in the entire volume; nor any portion of his work more thought- 
provoking than that in which the author discusses depopulation under 
the Old Regime. A people who increased but a million and a half, 
less than six per cent., in four hundred and fifty years (1 328-1 778), only 
3300 a year! was plainly in need of constant recruitment from with- 
out (pp. 16-21). The earlier centuries were seemingly unaware of the 
drift, or accepted a high mortality with a fatalistic shrug. The eigh- 
teenth century had fewer illusions about the "ways of Providence"; 
philosophers, economists, officials, and churchmen sensed the danger, 
sounded a warning, and sought for a remedy. A hundred and fifty years 
before Bertillon, Levasseur, and Leroy-Beaulieu, this spectre of a de- 
clining birth-rate was agitating Condorcet, Montesquieu, Mirabeau, and 
Buffon. No doubt there were optimists then as now, who argued from 
the continuity of history " France has always been ; she will continue 
to be"; or who counted upon the miraculous gift of assimilation, the 
" power of France to make French whatever comes to her ". Eh bien ; 
the problem still remains, and to-day the danger is more acute than 
ever! It were well for the optimists of the present to ponder the 
warning of Leroy-Beaulieu : " Depopulation prochaine ou denationalisa- 
tion prochaine de la France, s'il ne se produit un revirement prompt 
et decisif de la mentalite franchise, voila la dilemme; voila la destinee 
qu'on peut regarder comme ineluctable " (La Question de la Population, 
1913, P- 365). 

Theodore Collier. 

The English Catholics in the Reign of Queen Elizabeth: a Study of 
their Politics, Civil Life, and Government, 1558-1580, from the 
Fall of the Old Church to the Advent of the Counter-Reforma- 
tion. By John Hungerford Pollen, SJ. (London and New 
York: Longmans, Green, and Company. 1920. Pp. xi, 387. 
$7-SO.) 

This is apparently a scholar's book, and, if we regard the preface as 
the serious opinion of the author, to his thinking one much needed in a 
dry and thirsty land where little cultivation had been attempted. Father 
Pollen informs us that he is attempting to lay down principles, to provide 
fundamental points of judgment for students and readers, and it is there- 
fore essential to view his volume from a somewhat different point of 
view than that of a narrative history. The soundness of his assump- 
tions, the critical value of his judgments, are certainly for us to con- 
sider. From this point of view, his title and his first sentence will 
surprise many students. He begins his story with " the fall of the Old 



